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Meetings: 

 

There will be a City Council Informational Meeting on Thursday, July 9th beginning at 6:30 PM 

at the Civic Center. Agendas are included in your Council Packet. 

 

Other Items: 

 

We have a fairly robust agenda scheduled for Thursday’s informational meeting. It includes a 

presentation by Tobias Parkhurst regarding a proposal to expand the popular Williams Park 

skateboard facility entirely financed through private fund-raising. Tobias was the motivating 

force for the existing facility some years ago. The idea has the support of our senior City staff, 

including Leif Dahlin and Bruce Chase. 

 

Also on the agenda is discussion of amending our Code of Ordinances to place a time limit on 

building permits and a revisiting of the plan to make traffic pattern adjustments to Memorial 

Drive to improve pedestrian safety. The last time this was discussed, residents of Swan Street 

were present to voice their opposition to making their street two-way. In light of those concerns, 

staff has gone back to the drawing board (literally) and has developed a revised plan that keeps 

that traffic pattern on Swan Street as is. Please see the enclosed memorandum from DPW 

Director Lesley Jones that explains the new proposal. I think that it is a reasonable compromise. 

 

For some years now, we have known that the City-owned building on Cony Street known as the 

Cony Pride building has reached a point of deterioration where a dramatic amount of money 

would be required to rehabilitate it – if indeed that is a practical option at all. Abutting property 

owner Paul Carrier has been in regular, ongoing contact with the City expressing his concerns 

about the building’s condition and what the City plans to do about remedying it. For a while it 

appeared that there might be some interest by either HINE-2, the non-profit entity that owns and 

operates the Cony Flatiron apartment complex, or developer Gary Violette, who owns an 

abutting rental property, in acquiring the property but that now appears not to be the case. Mr. 

Carrier has asked that there be Council discussion about how to address this issue. I have 

honored his request and placed the item on the agenda. I have also included the last information I 

received on the building’s condition and what it might cost to demolish the building. 

 

With our successful application to the State for Covid-19 public education funding ($155,000), 

$40,000 was included for either contractual or in-house resources for the type of work that a 

public relations employee or contract firm would provide us – consistent with one of our 

outstanding Council goals. Up to now, there have been two schools of thought on how best to 

approach this need – either a full-time City employee or an outside consulting firm. There is 
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$40,000 available from last year’s budget for this purpose in addition to the Covid-19 $40,000. 

The challenge is that the Covid-19 money must be spent by September 30th of this year. Further, 

per the grant stipulations, if the Covid-19 money is applied to an employee’s salary, only that 

portion of the employee’s work related to pandemic education messaging would be eligible. 

For these reasons, at least for the time being, it would seem that the contracting approach is 

easier to achieve. 

 

Lastly, I’ve placed an item on the agenda for discussion purposes that deals with granting 

permission to individuals or groups for painting/messaging on City property. A couple of weeks 

ago, I okayed a request from the Augusta Downtown Alliance to colorfully paint the stairs 

leading from Commercial Street up to Oak Street. In addition to the painting, the group added 

some messaging (a nice Stephen King quote about hope). Although there seems to be no 

objection to the painting or message, some have questioned the process that was involved in 

permitting the work. Today, we received another ADA request to paint and message (“Let our 

hope rise above the mountains in our lives”) the stairs leading up to Water Street by the Old Post 

Office building. If Council would like to see some more formal approval process for such things, 

you can so advise and we’ll establish an appropriate process. 

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

Legislative Delegation 


